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WATTLE GROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL — CROSSING GUARDS 

Grievance 

MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [9.36 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister for Road Safety and is in 

relation to Wattle Grove Primary School. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: It is actually to the Minister for Police, because Police deals with these things. 

Mr A.J. WADDELL: Thank you for the correction, Minister for Police. 

It seems that we have a primary school theme today. My grievance is specifically about Wattle Grove Primary 

School and access to crossing guards. To provide a little of the history, Wattle Grove Primary School is a new 

school that opened only last year. In fact, one of the first things I was able to do on the campaign trail in 2008 

was join with the current Leader of the Opposition to announce the building of this school on what was a pristine 

piece of bushland. The history of Wattle Grove Primary School dates back more than 100 years when it was 

previously sited on Welshpool Road, which is an extraordinarily busy road. As a result of its location, the school 

had flashing 40-kilometre-an-hour zone signs and a crosswalk attendant. Naturally, the school community had 

come to believe that it was entitled to these facilities and was quite surprised when, on moving to the new 

location, it no longer had access to them. 

Wattle Grove is a fairly unique suburb in that it is landlocked between Tonkin Highway, Roe Highway and 

Welshpool Road, and divided by another busy road, Hale Road. The school is inside this little area of probably 

not quite 1 000 houses, but it draws from a community wider than the landlocked area and many of the children 

have to cross one of those busy roads. I have received correspondence from the parents and citizens association 

president who has expressed his concern at the lack of crossing guard attendants servicing Wattle Grove Primary 

School.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Can I ask when you received that? 

Mr A.J. WADDELL: I was first approached about this back in February. Having had general discussions with 

the principal last year, I knew that they were going through a process. At that point she was not making any 

complaints whatsoever, but I understand that the parents and citizens association president has approached me 

because that process appears to have stalled somewhat or, at least, no information is flowing back. The president 

of the P&C wrote to me and told me about the previous site and how effective that was, but then went on to 

say — 

The new St John Road Facility whilst not built on a major arterial route is built into a suburban area 

bounded by major roads. The school has in excess of 400 students, which is growing ... 

Even though the school was opened less than 12 months ago, it has been proposed to bring transportable 

buildings onto the site because the school attracts a large number of students. I probably need to point out my 

vested interest in this; my daughter goes to this school and I have experience of the kind of traffic congestion 

that occurs around it. The president continued — 

The main road crossed by students is Hale Road that divides the suburban part of Wattle Grove (known 

as Cell 9) almost in half. It can be assumed that half of the school population lives on the Eastern side 

of Hale Road and have to cross this road daily whether by foot or in a vehicle.  

Unfortunately, the school has not managed to pick up a category A crossing guard because, according to the 

surveys, it apparently does not get enough traffic. As I understand it, a survey conducted on 25 February last 

year found that in the morning the road was used by 16 primary school students, five high school students, 52 

heavy vehicles and 866 through-traffic vehicles. In the afternoon it was used by 18 primary school students, nine 

high school students, 22 heavy-traffic vehicles and 817 through-traffic vehicles. Further correspondence 

occurred throughout the year. Another survey was conducted on 10 August 2011 near the former school site. 

Again, further correspondence took place and further surveys were conducted last year on 26 October and 

7 November. Further correspondence was received on 22 November. I am certainly not accusing the government 

of not doing anything in this area. We have a classic chicken-and-egg problem because the road is so dangerous 

and so busy that no parent will allow their child to cross it when there are no facilities to help them cross. Our 

surveys continually fail to show that the demand is there. If we were to have a crossing guard in the area, the 

demand would come. It really is a chicken-and-egg situation.  

I am pleading for some reconsideration of the strict guidelines, even just for a trial period, to see what can be 

done to assist the children in getting to and from school and to get rid of all the cars dropping students off there. 

Then we could do something about getting kids back on bikes or walking so they get a bit of exercise on their 

way to school. 
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MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [9.44 am]: I thank the member for Forrestfield for his 

grievance. I understand and I sympathise with not only him and his children who attend that school, but also 

parents of children who attend any school where there is a conflict ratio between the number of students and the 

number of vehicles, particularly when they are heavy vehicles. I was approached by Hon Alyssa Hayden a 

couple of weeks ago about this issue, which made me put things in train. I am not unhappy that the member has 

brought this up in the house today because he is also a local member there and he has every right to come 

forward with a grievance in this area.  

The situation, as I understand it, is that a crossing—which has to happen—was applied for by the school in 

December 2010. Surveys were carried out in early 2011—from memory, in April and May. The final approval 

was given in July last year. Between July last year and today, not enough has happened. I can assure the member 

that I am not happy with that at all. Some human problems have contributed to this. One particular person who 

was dealing with it went on holiday and when they came back, unfortunately, they fell ill. Then somebody else 

left who would normally take over that workload. A litany of problems has occurred in the section that deals 

with children’s crossings. Wattle Grove Primary School certainly meets the criteria for a crossing. As I 

understand it, negotiations and the necessary paperwork is taking place between Main Roads and the local 

authority. The Shire of Kalamunda also has a part to play here.  

I have given instructions that this be expedited, because I do not believe it is acceptable that this school 

community does not have a crossing when it is as busy as it is and has a number of conflicting vehicles going 

past and putting children’s lives in danger. I take the member’s point; until a crossing is put in at a school, caring 

parents will take their kids to school rather than let them cross a main road. I did it for many, many years with 

my kids. I would not let them walk to school if there was a busy road on the way. Fortunately, they moved to 

different schools and could cycle to school off main roads where there was not a lot of traffic. I agree with the 

member once again; we want to try to encourage children to, when possible, cycle or walk to school. They have 

to be aware of stranger danger. I always emphasise that when children walk to school, and even when they cycle 

to school, they have to pick the best route and not go on their own. At the end of the day, it is a good thing for 

children’s health for them to exercise on their way to school and on their way home again.  

Of paramount priority and importance to me is the safety of those children, not only the stranger danger issues. 

The role of my area in relation to the school crossing wardens is to ensure that whenever a school qualifies for a 

type A or a type B crossing, we install those as quickly as possible. To me, a delay of months and months is not 

acceptable. The buck stops with me. I am the minister and I take responsibility for the delay. I apologise to the 

school community at Wattle Grove Primary School. It should not have happened in the way it has. A crossing 

should have been in place by now and I regret that it is not. I assure the member that I have taken every step I 

can to ensure that now happens as a matter of urgency.  

Mr A.J. Waddell: How quickly do you think the school community could expect to see something?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Unfortunately, it is not in my hands anymore. The local government and Main Roads have 

to do some things. They will work together in this area. We must have the infrastructure in place, obviously, to 

have a school crossing warden. Otherwise, we would put their lives in danger and cause all sorts of problems. 

We must try to ensure that it happens as soon as possible. I will give the member an assurance that I will keep 

following this up until it happens. The school knows that I am on the case. When things do not happen that 

should happen and safety is concerned, I get a bit cranky. I very rarely get cranky, but I get cranky when 

people’s lives are put at risk. I assure the member that I will do everything I can to make sure that that crossing is 

put in place as quickly as possible. If it is not, please come back to me and let me know. As I said, I will do 

everything I can to make a safer environment for the children who attend that school.  

 


